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Flexible Supplier for Dynamic Times

Labatt Food Service (Labatt) is a 111-year-old, family-owned business
headquartered in San Antonio. The fourth generation is helping lead the way into
2021 with service and remedies that meet customers’ new demands. Labatt
serves 60 Choice Partners members at 380 different sites and is the 10th largest
food distributor in the United States serving Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico,
Louisiana and Colorado. They offer 100 percent national brands across the board
– no private labels.
 
Labatt’s focus is being the best: in people, products and service. Their broadline
of products including food, chemicals and small wares allows them to meet the
varied demands of their customers including school districts, healthcare,

https://www.choicepartners.org/vendors?&generalcat=&mastercat=&subcat=&sortby=&donotshowgencat=&searchcont=labatt&show=1


restaurants and non-profits. 
 
“Being an awarded vendor with Choice Partners has allowed Labatt to open
doors for small school districts to participate with better buying power and pricing
to help sustain their school lunch program,” said Chad McGee, Labatt national
account sales representative.
 
Due to COVID-19, the USDA put new requirements on entities serving “food away
from home.” This in turn caused Labatt’s customers to serve their clientele in a
new way. Labatt stepped up by finding products that fit the new demands
including curbside meals and individually wrapped products. They were able to
source 90 percent of the new products in large quantities. Despite the change in
demand for new products in great quantities, Labatt never had to lay off any staff.
They continue today adjusting to the new norm with their full fleet of trucks.  

Labatt has served Choice Partners
members through their two
contracts, 20/036TP-02 and 20/048TP-16,
since 2012. The trust and values offered by
this independent company is a strong draw
to their customers. For more information,
contact Chad McGee at 713-681-3820, ext.
6722 or send an email
to cmcgee@labattfood.com. 

Jan. 25 - 27, 2021
TASA Midwinter Conference
Virtual 

Jan. 27 - 28, 2021
NIGP VCON
Virtual 

Feb. 2 - 3, 2021
VG Young County Commissioners
College Station, Texas

March 2 - 4, 2021
TASBO Annual Conference
Virtual 

Which party – the purchasing governmental entity or the
vendor – is responsible for complying with the procurement
rules and regulations applicable to purchases? (Part 2 of 2)

Choice Partners does its best to follow state and

mailto:cmcgee@labattfood.com


Sarah Langlois,             
HCDE Legal Counsel 

federal procurement guidelines; both the purchasing
member and the vendor must also ensure that local
rules are followed and that the good or service being
purchased is included in the cooperative’s contract. 

A common misconception is that the “vendor” is
“approved” by the cooperative; that is not the
case. Goods and services proposed by the vendor via
a competitive procurement issued by the cooperative
may be legally purchased – not generally “all” goods or
services offered by the vendor. Do your due diligence,
follow the applicable procurement rules, and all will be
well!  

Choice TEAM
HIGHLIGHT

Shandra
Powell, contract
assistant, joined
Choice Partners in
July 2019. Initially,
she was the frontline
person in managing
incoming purchase
orders and sales
reports as well as
other documents.

Within her first year with the co-op, she was
promoted to contract assistant where her
responsibilities include extensive research
on invoices and documentation, processing
vendor invoicing, support of accounts
receivables and facility and supply reporting.
In this position, she builds a rapport with
internal and external customers.

Being the eldest of six siblings, Shandra is
known to many as a
"stabilizer.” Professionally she has
contributed to a variety of industries prior to
Choice Partners. For 13 years she was with
Ricoh USA where her last position was in
their customer service. She also has
experience in technology, education,
management, case management, and
contracts.

A native Houstonian, Shandra graduated
with a doctorate degree in Philosophy of
Theology and is often referred to as “a career
student” because of her great interest in
learning. She is currently working on
completing an AAS in business
administration, with a specialization in
human resources. Not only is Shandra a
student, she is a biblical teacher, minister

HCDE Interlocal Agreements with new
members: Assistance League of Austin,
Austin, Texas; Canton ISD, Canton, Texas;
Lubbock, Lubbock, Texas; Marana USD #6,
Marana, Ariz.; Texas A&M Central Texas,
Killeen, Texas; and White Oak ISD, White Oak,
Texas.

HCDE Out-of-State new members:
Georgia Department of Administrative
Services, Atlanta, Ga.; Great Neck Public
Schools, Great Neck, N.Y.; Northwell Health,
Inc., Lake Success, N.Y.; Prescott Unified
School District #1, Prescott, Ariz.; Santa Clara
County, San Jose, Calif; and Socorro
Consolidated Schools, Socorro, N.M.

Recently Awarded Contract for Early
Childhood Supplies and Related Items; Online
Virtual Conference Platform Host, and
Workplace Health & Safety.

Recently Assigned Contract for Technology
Hardware, Software and Services from
Southeast Texas Horizons, LLC dba New
Horizons CLC of Houston to United Training
Commercial, LLC dba United Training.

Recently Awarded Contract-December 2020
for Educational/Instructional Software and
Related items, and Grease Traps Cleaning and
Related Services.



and author. She has written and self-
published four inspirational books. One of
her books, Forward Thinking – Upward
Focus, reflects the current direction of her
life. 

Watch the website for future listings. 

www.choicepartners.org/current-rfps

View Current CSP's and RFP's

Do you know a vendor who has provided
exemplary service? Have a statement to make
about Choice Partners service quality? Want to
share with others about a Choice contract that
meets your needs? Submit your review using the
link below.

Submit a review

AFTER SOCIAL DISTANCING RESTRICTION IS
LIFTED, we would love for our members to host a
training. Trainings are a great way to network and
gain exposure. If you would like to host a training,
submit your information to the link below: 

Host a training

Let your contacts who are quality vendors know about these opportunities. They must register in our E-Bid
system to do business with us. 

Register to become a
vendor
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